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Abstract: 

 

Regional seas and ocean spaces have become important sites of and for 

international governance as much as they have become politicized spaces of and 

for geopolitical contestation. Such geopolitical contestations may include imaginary 

conflicts over maritime regions as a source, habitat and living space, goal conflicts 

over human, social, cultural, environmental, energy and national security, spatial 

conflicts over borders, boundaries, scales and interdependencies, and political 

conflicts over the formation, form and function of governance regimes. Often, these 

four types of conflict are not isolated, but interrelated and mutually constitutive. 

 

This panel takes an actor- and process-centered view to investigate how 

constructions of marine and maritime space by states, non-state actors, residents and 

institutions have consequences for governance processes in regional sea areas. 

Among other issues, we particularly welcome papers conducting in-depth single case 

studies or cross-case analyses that use the framework of critical geopolitics to 

theoretically apply and empirically assess how marine and maritime constructions: 

 

• empower certain political actors and side-line or marginalize others  

• promote distinct narratives, imaginaries, securities, policies and strategies  

• (de)politicize/(de)securitize marine and maritime spaces and their 

governance. 
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• Title of the paper (no more than 20 words)  

• Abstract of the paper (no more than 250 words)  

• Author’s (and if applicable co-author’s) email address as registered in their 

MyECPR account  

• 3 – 5 keywords 
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